THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

ment. The Queen addressed herself to Lord Derby 'as the head of the
largest party in the House of Commons, and which had by its vote
chiefly contributed to the overthrow of the Government'.1 Lord
Derby, in the Queen's words, * threw off this responsibility, saying that
there had been no communication with Mr Roebuck.. A He neverthe-
less tried to form a Government and, on failing to do so, resigned his
commission on the ground that 'he would not be able to form such an
Administration as could effectively carry on the Government V but he
formed a Government on the defeat of Lord Palmerston's Government
in 1858. He first asked the Queen to reconsider her offer. The Queen's
conclusion was that' the resignation of the present Government is the
result of a conscientious conviction on their part, that, damaged by the
censure passed upon them in the House of Commons, they cannot with
-honour to themselves, or usefulness to the country, carry on public
affairs, and Lord Derby is at the head of the only party which affords
the material of forming a new Government, is sufficiently organised to
secure a certain support, and which the country would accept as an
alternative for that hitherto in power'.3 Lord Derby then accepted
the burden.

On its defeat on the Irish University BilHn 1873, the Liberal Govern-
ment resigned, and the Queen sent for Mr Disraeli. As an immediate
dissolution was not possible, he did not want to take office and suffer
the indignity and loss of credit involved in winding up the session with
a minority Government,4 and accordingly refused to form a Govern-
ment. But he added that 'there were instances where a Sovereign
had been left without a Government, and in such a case he would,
of course, be ready to serve me [the Queen] '.* There ensued a con-
troversy between Mr Gladstone and Mr Disraeli, with the Queen as
intermediary.6

T Ibid. 3rd series, in, p. 102.
3 Ibid, ist series, in, p. 106.

3  Ibid. 3rd series, in, p. 340.

4  Life of Gathorne-Hardy, I, p. 323; Life of 'Disraeli, III, p. 340.

5  Life of'Disraeli, II, p. 549.

6  Mr Gladstone's letters are given fully in Guedalla, The Queen and Mr Gladstone,
I, pp. 395-410, and less fully in Life of Gladstone, n, pp. 450-2 and 652-3; Mr Disraeli's
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